
Revision Guide ς Autumn Term 
OCR GCSE Philosophy & Ethics - B603 Ethics 1: Human Relationships & Medical Ethics 

 

Topics: 
1. Religion and Human Relationships ς includes Roles of Men and Women, Marriage and Civil Partnerships, Divorce, Sexual 

Relationships and Contraception. how traditional roles have changed, women in the church 
2. Medical Ethics ς includes Sanctity of Life, Abortion, Euthanasia and Suicide, Embryology / Fertility Treatment and Cloning and 

the Use of Animals in Medical Research. 
 

 

What is Ethics? 
 

Ethics is concerned with answering the question: Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΧΚΩ In this exam you will be asked to explain how 
Christians will react to certain situations and how they decide what is right and wrong. Not all Christians agree, so you should make 
sure that you can explain why they come to different answers. 
 

 

CATHOLIC Ethics 
 

 Absolutist ς the rules apply in every situation. You will 
ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ ŀ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜ ΨȅŜǎ κ ƴƻΩ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ 

 ΨbŀǘǳǊŀƭ [ŀǿΩ ς God as the author of nature has given 
everything a purpose. If something fulfils its God-given 
nature it is good; if it does not, then it is wrong. 

For example: 

 The ultimate purpose of sex is reproduction (otherwise 
ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜΗύ 

 Artificial contraception tries to prevent reproduction ς 
this goes against the purpose of sex and must, therefore, 
be wrong. 

 

 

PROTESTANT Ethics 
 

 Relative ς every situation is different so you cannot write 
rules that apply to all of them. You can only apply general 
rules based on what is best in that particular situation.  

 Ψ{ƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ 9ǘƘƛŎǎΩ ς the right thing to do in every situation 
is the most loving (agape) thing. It may an extremely 
difficult thing to do. 

For example: 

 Abortion is never encouraged. 

 However, in some cases abortion may be the most loving 
option available to a mother. For example, in the case of 
a rape victim.  

 

 

IŀǾŜ ŀ ΨtΦ9Φ9ΦΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŀƳ ς ALWAYS Use Evidence to Support Your Answers 
 

The best answers always use evidence in support. The best way to remember how to set up your answer is to use the P.E.E. formula. 

 POINT ς make your point. What are you trying to say? 

 EXPLANATION ς ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜ ŀ ΨōŜŎŀǳǎŜΧΩ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦ 

 EVIDENCE ς this is the difference between an average grade and a top grade. Use a Biblical reference, a specific church teaching 
or an example here.  

 

For example ς Ψ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΚΩ 
POINT:   Ψ/ƘǊƛǎtians do not agree with abortionΧΩ (1 mark ς you made a point and it is correct) 
EXPLANATION: ΨΧ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ believe that all life is a gift from God and should be looked after.Ω (2 marks ς a good explanation) 
EVIDENCE: Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎs ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ¢Ŝƴ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅ ά5ƻ 

ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ƳǳǊŘŜǊέΧΩ (4 marks in total ς you used a Christian teaching and Biblical reference as evidence) 
 

 

The Part (e) Question ς 50% of the Marks 
 

The (e) question always follows the same format: they will make a statement and then ask you to discuss it. For example: 

 Ψ9ǾŜǊȅ ǿƻƳŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŀōȅΦΩ  
Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to 
Christianity in your answer.  

 

bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ LΩǾŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ς the examiner is actually planning your answer for you! The best way to 
structure your answer is to break it up into those separate parts and use the P.E.E. formula to answer: 

 ΨL ǘƘƛƴƪΧΩ ς make a point, explain it and give an example in support. 

 ΨhǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƴŀȅ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΧΩ ς take the opposite view and explain why someone would disagree. Remember your 
evidence! 

 Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΧΩ ς it is essential that you give a solid Biblical reference or Christian teaching in support here. Sometimes 
Christians will disagree and you may have to put both sides of the argument. 

 



OCR GCSE Philosophy & Ethics - B603 Ethics 1: Human Relationships 
Exam Questions 

 
Part (a) ς 1 mark 
Part A is usually a very short question based on explaining what a key word / term means. Your answer will be pretty short ς it is 
ƻƴƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƳŀǊƪ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜƴŘ нр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΗ  

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ marriageΚΩ [1] 

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜΚΩ [1] 

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΚΩ [1] 

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ /ƛǾƛƭ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΚΩ [1] 
 

Part (b) ς 2 marks 
Often, the (b) question will often ask you to add detail to the answer you gave in part (a). It is a temptation to use bullet points but 
try not to: good exam style says that your answers should be given in full sentences. As you can see, there are two marks available so 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻǇ ƳŀǊƪǎΦ 

 Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ two reasons which some Christians might give for 
ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜΩ [2] 

 ΨState two ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǿƻǿǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǘ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎΩ ώнϐ 

 ΨtǊƻǾƛŘŜ two differences between a Civil Partnership and 
ŀ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΩ ώнϐ 

 ΨDƛǾŜ two ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΩ ώнϐ 
 

Part (c) ς 3 marks 

The (c) question will usually ask a more open question. The previous two parts were quite narrow but this offers more scope. ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ 
need to show that there is more than one opinion - try to use a specific Christian / Biblical teaching in support.

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ divorceΚΩ [3] 

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ gender rolesΚΩ [3] 

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΚΩ [3] 

 ΨIƻǿ Řƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǊŜŀŎǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅΚΩ [3] 
 

Part (d) ς 6 marks 

¢ƘŜ όŘύ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ Ψ9ȄǇƭŀƛƴΩ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-making or 
ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎΦ hŦǘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƛŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tΦ9Φ9 ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ answers. You will 
need to provide arguments and explanations to support the different reasons for Christian action / faith.  

 ΨExplain how the vows made at a Christian wedding 
might guide a couple going through difficultiesΩ [6] 

 ΨWhat Řƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŦŜŜƭ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƛǾƛƭ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΚΩ ώсϐ 

 Ψ9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩ ώсϐ 

 ΨExplain the Christiaƴ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΩ ώсϐ 
 

Part (e) ς 12 marks 

The (e) question always follows the same format: they will make a statement and then ask you to discuss it.  

 ΨaŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊΧΩ  

 Ψ/ƛǾƛƭ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΧΩ 

 Ψ[ŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƧƻōΧΩ 

 Ψbƻ-ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΧΩ 

 Ψ5ƛǾƻǊŎŜ ƛǎ ŦƛƴŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΧΩ 

ΧDiscuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to 
Christianity in your answer. [12] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The StatementΧ 

L ǘƘƛƴƪΧ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ 
Supporting evidence or an 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΧ 

 

Other people would 
ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΧ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ 
Supporting evidence or an 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΧ 

 
On the one hand, some 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΧ 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ 
Supporting evidence / 

Biblical quotation / 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΧ 

On the other hand, 
other Christians would 
ŀǊƎǳŜΧ 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ 
Supporting evidence/ 
Biblical quotation / 
Church teachingΧ 

Christian opinion ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘΧ 



  



  





  



 



OCR GCSE Philosophy & Ethics - B603 Ethics 1: Medical Ethics 
Exam Questions 

 
Part (a) ς 1 mark 
Part A is usually a very short question based on explaining what a key word / term means. Your answer will be pretty short ς it is 
ƻƴƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƳŀǊƪ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜƴŘ нр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΗ  

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴΚΩ [1] 

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ 9ǳǘƘŀƴŀǎƛŀΚΩ [1] 

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ CŜǊǘƛƭƛǘȅ ¢ǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΚΩ [1] 

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΚΩ [1] 
 

Part (b) ς 2 marks 
Often, the (b) question will often ask you to add detail to the answer you gave in part (a). It is a temptation to use bullet points but 
try not to: good exam style says that your answers should be given in full sentences. As you can see, there are two marks available so 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻǇ ƳŀǊƪǎΦ 

 Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ two reasons that some Christians might accept for 
seeking an abortion Ω [2] 

 ΨWhat is Passive and Active Euthanasia? Ω ώнϐ 

 ΨGive two reasons Christians might object to /ƭƻƴƛƴƎΩ [2] 

 ΨtǊƻǾƛŘŜ two examples of how animals are used in 
medical researchΩ ώнϐ 

 

Part (c) ς 3 marks 

The (c) question will usually ask a more open question. The previous two parts were quite narrow but this offers more scope. You 
might need to show that there is more than one opinion ς but always try to use a specific Christian / Biblical teaching in support.

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ the Bible say about EuthanasiaΚΩ [3] 

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ AbortionΚΩ ώоϐ 

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ the Sanctity of LifeΚΩ ώоϐ 

 ΨWhat do Christians believe about when life beginsΚΩ ώоϐ 
 

Part (d) ς 6 marks 

¢ƘŜ όŘύ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ Ψ9ȄǇƭŀƛƴΩ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-making or 
ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎΦ hŦǘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘo stick to the P.E.E formula in your answers. You will 
need to provide arguments and explanations to support the different reasons for Christian action / faith.  

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΚΩ [6] 

 ΨWhat are the Christian responses to Fertility Treatment 
and Embryology?Ω ώсϐ 

 Ψ9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ Christian opinions on the use of animals in 
ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΩ [6] 

 ΨHow do Christians respond to Euthanasia & Suicide?Ω ώсϐ 
 

Part (e) ς 12 marks 

The (e) question always follows the same format: they will make a statement and then ask you to discuss it.  

 ΨAbortion is always wrongΧΩ  

 ΨOnly God should be allowed to take a lifeΧΩ 

 ΨExperimenting on embryos is perfectly acceptableΧΩ 
 

 Ψbƻ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴΧΩ 

 ΨLǘ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΧΩ 

ΧDiscuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to 
Christianity in your answer. [12] 

 
 

The StatementΧ 

L ǘƘƛƴƪΧ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ 
Supporting evidence or an 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΧ 

 

Other people would 
ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΧ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ 
Supporting evidence or an 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΧ 

 
On the one hand, some 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΧ 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ 
Supporting evidence / 

Biblical quotation / 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΧ 

On the other hand, 
other Christians would 
ŀǊƎǳŜΧ 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ 
Supporting evidence/ 
Biblical quotation / 
Church teachingΧ 

Christian opinion ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘΧ 



  



  



  





 


