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End of WW1 and the creation of the Weimar 

The First World War end on 11th November 1918 and left Germany scarred 

and crumbling. People were starving. Riots were breaking out. The navy had mu-

tinied. The Kaiser was forced to abdicate in Oct 1918. Fredrich Ebert, leader 

of the Social Democratic Party became the first president and declared Ger-

many a republic. 

The Armistice was signed on 11th Nov 1918.This ended the 

war. Many believed Germany had been ‘stabbed in the back’ 

as the Kaiser had previously told them they had been winning 

the war. The Treaty of Versailles would agree the terms of 

the peace and was very unpopular in Germany. 

 

 

Stresemann and the Golden era 

In Aug 1923, Stresemann became Chancellor. 
Between 1924-29 Germany became both eco-
nomically, politically and internationally more 
stable. This period is usually called ‘The Golden Era’. But, underneath the 
surface, Germany was still struggling. Many say he simply ‘papered over 
the cracks’. 

Some people criticized Stresemann believing he was weak for giving in to the 

French, that Germany should not have to pay any reparations, and that a new 

currency still did not bring back savings people had lost. 

There were also cultural changes. 

 More opportunities for women to work or go to 

universities 

 More liberal art, music and theatre 

 Women began wearing make up and smoking 

Some Germans were worried that traditional Ger-

man values were being undermined.  

Extremist threat 1923 

The Weimar government faced a lot of opposition from both right wing and left 

wing extremist groups, who unsuccessfully tried to overthrow the government.  

 

Invasion of the Ruhr 

In 1923, Germany fell behind in its reparations pay-

ments .Under the Treaty of Versailles, the French were 

allowed to invade Germany and seize raw materials as pay-

ment—if the Germans didn’t pay up. In Jan 1923, the 

French marched into the Ruhr, Germany’s most im-

portant industrial region and occupied it. They wanted to 

take Germany’s coal.  

The Germans in the Ruhr responded with passive re-

sistance (going on strike). The idea was that if no coal 

was being mined, the French couldn’t take it. The Weimar 

Government continued to pay the workers and 

printed more bank notes. This caused hyperinfla-

tion ( value of currency decreases and prices in-

crease).  

This led to a huge depression in Germany. People 

lost their jobs, houses, couldn’t afford to eat. Most 

blamed the Weimar government and started to turn 

to extremist groups like the Nazis.  

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Proportional representation made sure that small 
parties has a fair share of the seats. 

Proportional representation made it difficult for 
one party to win a majority. Coalition govern-
ments were unstable and often fell apart 

Women able to vote as well as men Article 40 allowed the president in times of emer-
gency make laws without the consent of the 
Reichstag 

Voting age reduced to 21 German people were not used to democracy and 
so there was uncertainty about if they would 
engage with it. 

No one person or group could have too much power  

There was an election of the president every 7 years  

Local government retained power in regions  

A poor chancellor or president would only govern for 
a short time 

 

Land-Germany lost 13% of its land. Alsace Lorraine, rich in iron ore, 

was given back to France. Although Germany didn’t lose the Rhineland, it 

was demilitarized.   

Army-Germany’s ARMY was reduced to a maximum of 100,000 soldiers. 

It wasn’t allowed to have an air force, nor any tanks or submarines. The 

aim was to limit Germany’s ability to wage war again. 

 

Money -Germany had to pay the Allies £6.6 billion in REPARATIONS 

(compensation). This money would help the Allies repair any damage caused 

by the war, and stop G from going to war again. 

Blame-Germany was forced to accept the War GUILT Clause. This 

stated that Germany  was to blame for starting the war. Germany  was 

made an outcast in Europe, and denied entry to the League of Nations.  
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Control- Terror and Propaganda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opposition 

Non of the opposition groups really damaged the strength of the Nazis. 

Hitler and the rise of the Nazi party 

 Hitler created a 25 point programme which strongly opposed 

the Weimar government, democracy and Jews.  

 Hitler had great personal appeal as a war hero. 

 He adopted the swastika and created his SA (private army). 

Munich Putsch and Prison (1923) 

Hitler attempted to overthrow the Weimar government in November 

1923. This was known as the Munich Putsch.  

After this event and up until 1928 the Nazi party struggled to win sup-

port because the economy was stable, foreign policy was going well all 

after Stresemann's work. People weren’t look for an extreme party to 

take over.   

Consequences of the Putsch 

X The Putsch had failed because of lack of support and poor planning 

X 14 Nazi members were killed. 

 Hitler used the trial to publicise his views 

 He wrote Mein Kampf in prison which outlined his political ideas. 

 It forced Hitler to re think his tactics to get into power. He de-

cided to be voted into power. 

 

Bamberg Conference 1926 

The conference sorted out splits in the Nazi party. Hitler's power as 

leader was secured and his vision for the future taken forward. Stresser 

who also wanted leadership of the party, pledged his loyalty to Hitler.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

How Hitler became Fuhrer (consolidation of power) 

How Hitler became Chancellor (rise to power) 

Hitler was shown as the strong, decisive leader  that Germany needed. German prop-

aganda called Hitler ‘our last hope’. 
Hitler was an excellent orator (speaker) who drew large crowds.  

The SA  were the Nazis private army and thugs. They were used to beat up disrupt 

other parties like the  communists. 

Josef Goebbels used  propaganda such as radios, films, and loudspeakers alongside 

posters and leaflets. Propaganda targeted specific groups; workers, mothers and busi-

nessmen.  

The Nazis promised something to everyone . In Hitler’s speeches he promised: to 

destroy communism, solve unemployment and economic crisis, make Germany powerful 

again,  restore traditional values. He attacked the Weimar government and blamed 

Jews for the problems. 

1929 Wall Street Crash and depression. Following the crash, Germany were forced 

to repay loans to America under the Dawes Act. This caused another depression in 

Germany. Hitler promised he could solve unemployment and hunger. 

Fear of communism-The Nazis hated  communism and vowed to destroy it. They used 

the SA to fight the communists in the streets and disrupt meetings. This gained the 

support of the middle class. 

The Political Deal– Von Papen and Hitler plotted to get power in the government. Fol-

lowing unsuccessful Chancellors, Hitler suggested himself as Chancellor and Papen as 

deputy Chancellor. President Hindenburg agreed, believing it would be a way of control-

ling Hitler and the Nazis.   

Hitler became Chancellor in January 1933 but his position was unsecure .  

Nazi persecution of the Jews  

The July 1944 Bomb Plot 
Army generals led a plot called Operation 
Valkyrie to kill Hitler and take control of 
Berlin. On 20 July 1944, Colonel Claus von 
Stauffenburg used a bomb to blow up Hitler 
but he survived and the plotters were too 
slow and unorganised so they were caught 
and executed. 

The White Rose Movement 
The White Rose Movement was led by Hans and Sophie 
Scholl. Between 1942-43 they gave out six anti-war/anti-Nazi 
leaflets and graffiti around Munich.  They were arrested by 
the Gestapo, tortured and hanged. 

Swing Groups and Edelweiss Pirates 
During WW2 'swing' groups  were young 
people who rejected the Nazis, drank alco-
hol and danced to jazz. 

More violent groups were called the Edel-
weiss Pirates. They put up anti-Nazi graffiti, 
hid  deserters and beat up Nazi officials. 

Church Opposition 

Martin Niemoller opposed the Nazis and set up his own anti
-Nazi church, the Confessional Church. He was  arrested in 
1937 and sent to concentration camp until 1945 

Catholic Bishop Galen opposed the Nazis killing of mentally-
disabled people and he successful led to its ending in 1938. 

Hitler also  

persecuted: 

Disabled 

Homosexuals 

Gypsies 

Homeless 

Black people 

Communists 

Political opponent s 

Goebbels– Head of 

Propaganda 

 

Himmler– controlled 

SS and camps 
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