Elizabethan England 1558-88

Paper 2 1h45: American West and Elizabeth (th June, Pm)

Paper 2 Knowledge Toolkit 2

The causes of the war between England and Spain (the

4. 1587 Drake and the raid on

Spanish Armada 1588
P ) Cadiz. ‘Singeing of the King of

Spain’s beard’

‘Why did England win?

* Spain was building up its Armada
(fleet of war ships)

* 1587 Francis Drake attacked
Cadiz and destroyed 30 ships and
much of the supplies.

* This is called the ‘Singeing of the
King of Spain’s beard’

* Drake then continued to attack
Spanish coastal ports
and treasure ships.

* Spain had to take a break from
building the Armada to defend
against Drake.

* This delayed the launch of the
Armada by one year, giving
England more time to prepare.

Protestant couse
became stronger in
England - victory of
the English 'underdog’
ed God was on
the Protestant's side.

English navy
strengthened - this
boosted English
confidence to explore
and encouraged trade.

Elizabeth's authority
enhanced - she fook
centre stoge at a
victory parade in
London. She could

portray herself as o
military victor
Foreign policy - stronger

Consequences Of alliances in Europe. The Anglo-
Dutch alliance was
Major military and English victory ’\ Protestantism in
financial setback for / the Netherlands survived,
Philip IT of Spain. strengthening the Protestant
cause in Europe. England now
hos Protestant allies in Europe.
Spain's war with Spanish prestige was
England continued for broken. Other
e e
il challenge their power.
This ied to the
grodual decline of the
Spanish Empire.

1) Communication problems:

No communication between the Duke of
Parma and the Duke of Medina-Sidonia.

No deep-water ports. The Dutch rebels
still possessed Ostend. The Armada could
not stop at any ports in the Netherlands,
but had to meet up with the Duke of Parma's

army at sea.

4) The weather:

Gale fore winds caused most of the
destruction to Spanish ships as they
retreated home. Many were destroyed of f
west Ireland.

2) English ships better armed and equipped:
Cannons were mounted on smaller gun
carriages than on Spanish ships. They could
be reloaded and fired more quickly.

3) The Spanish panicked:

Key turning point was the Battle of
______________ , where the English used
fireships. Many Spanish captains panicked,
cut their anchors and allowed their ships to
drift into the North Sea.

B) English tactics were superior:

English ships got close to Spanish ships to
fire on them, but far enough away to
prevent Spanish sailors from boarding. This
destroyed many Spanish ships and reduced
English losses.

Dmkes use of fire;hjp; at the Battle of

the Spanish to panic.

6) Spanish ships lacked supplies and provisions:
The Spanish fleet was at sea for 10 weeks and
by early August the food had rotted. This
damaged Spanish morale and their ability to
fight.

What was the significance of Francis Drake’s
circumnavigation of the globe, 1577-15807?

In spite of the fact that only one
of Drake's five ships, the Golden
Hind, survived the voyage,
England's reputation as 2 sea
faring power increased. Y

Y
Drake's expedition had resulted in
Nova Albion, an area near San

Francisco, being claimed as English 4 !
territory with Elizabeth as its queen,

This encouraged further trade and
exploration, especially to the New
World, where colonles were
established in New England.

England increasingly saw her
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defence, protacting and

extending her trading interests.

A

e —————————

Decining relations with Spain.
Drake's voyage maant that
England claimed the right to
rule much of North Amenca.
This brought England into
conflict with the pope, who
had awarded North America to

" The significance { - Spain, and vith Span el

of Drake's
circumnavigation
of the globe

\J

English ships bagan to trade
elsewhere! in China, West
Africa and India.

which had already conquered
Mexico and Pery, and had
established trading posts
slong the Eastern Pacific coast.
For Philip I, the knighting of
Drake on the Golden Hind by
Flizabeth | was the fnal insult
that made war between the
two countries inevitable.



Education

Leisure: Sport and Pastimes

Although there was no national system of schooling, education was becoming increasing-
ly valuable due to humanist beliefs, and Protestants wanting people to be able to read
the Bible,.
Nobility: Children of the nobility learned a variety of subjects including lan-
guages. Girls learned the skills expected of an upper-class woman: music,
dancing, needlework, horse-riding and archery. They were tutored at home.
Boys were taught fencing, swimming and wrestling. They were sent to another

noble household to finish their education.

Grammar schools: The greatest change in Elizabethan education: 42 were founded

in the 1560s, 30 more in the 1570s. The church no longer controlled all
schools. These were private schools set up for boys considered clever, largely
from well-off families in towns. Girls could not attend. Fees were based

on how much property the family owned.

Petty schools: These were often set up and run in a teacher’s home. Boys
would learn reading, writing and arithmetic. There were Dame Schools for girl
although most girls did not go to school. Women were not expected to go out in

the world, but would go from being under their father’s care to their husband’s.

Labourers and poor children: Most children had no formal, school-based educa-
tion, as most people were farmers or labourers. They learned what they needed

from their families by working the land or at home.

Literacy figures:

1530s 1603 This suggests education improved for boys,
Men 20% 30% but not for girls. The main obstacle was cost.
(fees and loss of income if a child was not
Women 10% 10% .
working)

Universities: Oxford and Cambridge universities taught Geometry, Music, Astrono-
my, Law , Divinity and Medicine.

Poverty: This increased in Elizabethan times due to rising prices, the introduction of
sheep farming and enclosure (a farming technique which led to fewer labourers being needed).

Policies towards the poor in Elizabethan times )

Action JType of change j Detail - 3
Foor rate Continuity - these A local tax organised by Justices of the Peace (JPs), with |
measures existed before |the proceeds spent on improving the lives of the poor.
oy Elizabeth’s reign and | The poor were qiven money or things to make and sell
Charity continved throughout Often funded by local wealthy people, who gave their

Tudor times. name to the charitable foundation - e.g9. Lady Cecil's

| Bequest for Foor Tradeamen, Romford.

| Statute of Progressive - \‘ Those refusing to pay the poor rates could be put in
‘ Artificers, |government’s ’prison Officials who failed to organine poor relief could
{1563 |response to increased | pay a penalty of vp to £20. )
1576 Foor |wnemployment caused by | P were required to provide the poor with wool and raw
Relief Act |hlls in the wool trade, 'matcn’als_ to enable them to make and sell things. The poor
who refused to do so were sent to a special prison known

| 1 i i | @5 the house of correction o o
157 'Rapmslve change 'Vaqranto were:

Vagabonds |that tangeted vagrants * whipped and a hole drilled through each ear as a mark of
Act | Parfiament feit vagrants shame, to warn others of their vagrancy

* imprisoned if arrested again for vagrancy
| * given the death penaity for a third offence.
The Act introduced a national poor rate, to provide
support, including money and work, for the impotent poor.
also recognised the Justices of the Peace had to keep a register of the poor.
need to help the poor by | Those in authority (JPs, parish councils, etc.) were tasked
| providing them with work. | with finding work for the able bodied poor.

posed a threat to public
| order and had to be
deterred through harsh
punishment. Yet the Act

Social dass

Leisure/Pastime

Description

Nobility

Hunting

Took place on horseback with hounds or with birds (hawking).
Involved men and women.

Fishing

Done by men and women.

Real Tennis

Played indoors (men only), 2 cross between modem tennis and
squash that was increasingly oopular.

Bowils

Similar to the modern game (men only)

Fencing

Undertaken with blunt swords (men only)

Farmers,
craftsmen and
the lower
classes.

Football

Men only. The aim was to get the ball into the other side’s
goal, although the rules varied. No limit on the numbers
involved or the size of the pitch. Could be very violent- men
were often killed during matches.

Popular with men of all classes. Noble men would wrestie in

Wrestling
private, men of 2 lower social class would take part in public
wrestling matches. Gambling on the outcome was very
popular, the Nobility and Gentry would often bet and watch
alongside other classes.

Swimming Popular with men from all social dasses.

Baiting- bearor bull. | Dogs were set upon a chained bear or bull. Special arenas were
built for this spectator sport. All classes enjoyed watching what
they considered to be a sport, including the Queen, bets were

made on the cutcome.

All classes Cockerels are aggressive birds and when cock-fighting wore
metal spurs to attack each other with as well as their beaks. All
classes enjoy it and bet huge sums on the outcomes of the

fights.

Cock-fighting

Lots of new literature written during Elizabeth I's reign. The
most popular forms of creative writing were poetry and plays.

Literature (Pastime)

Theatre (Pastime) Mystery plays, popular with Catholics as they brought the Bible
to life were replaced with new non-religious plays, which were
shown in new purpose-built theatres such as the Globe.
Comedies were very popular. All social classes attended the

Theatre. Only men were allowed to act in the plays.

Elizabethans of all classes were passionate about music. Many
people played instruments. Listening to music performances
was also popular. Wealthy families would employ their own
musicians to play during meals and feast (only men could be
paid musicians). The lower classes would listen to music at

Music and dancing
(Pastime)

fairs, markets or public occasions.

Exploration and Voyages of Discovery

Elizabethans explored because they wanted to increase trade with
the New World, to exploit the African-American slave trade and
for adventure.

New technology enabled them to do this—including quadrants
and astrolabes, which were instruments to help sailors navigate at
sea. Maps also developed and improved navigations, such as the
Mercator map. Ship design also improved, leading to larger,
more stable ships that were faster and more manoeuvrable and
had better fire power as cannons could fire from the sides as well
as the bow and stern.

|

Walter Raleigh and the attempted colonisation of Virginia,

1585 and 1587

To establish a base for STO'.'I‘.::MM:"» To prevent Spanish and
attacking Spanish French settfing there,
iter Gt and Spanish territory in
ests in the area.
Why did England want to
establish a colony in o —
To provide o s 10
opportunities for a North America? rich resources and raw
better life for the poor materinls there, (animal
of England who could skins, fur, gold e1c.)
settle there,
To add to the territories To produce crops such
under the control of the as cotton, tobacco and
Engfish crown and so sugar to bring back to
increase prestige and England.
power.

The failure of Virginia

The Virginia colony failed for a range of different reasons,

Reasons why the colonisation of Virginia failed

| Description

| How it led to the failure of the colomy j

LBC k of

* First colonists left England too * Unable to provide for themselves, those
food late to reach Virginia in time to participating in the first expedition simply
plant crops abandoned the colony in 1586.
¢ One of their five ships let in * The second "lost™ colony may also have
seawater, rvining the food it was struggled to feed itself, making the
| carrying colonists dependent on local Indian tribes
Poor * The leader of the first expedition, | * Poor leadership meant that those involved
leadership Richard Gremville, was hot headed in both expeditions had little direction or
| and did not get on with Ralph ’ purpose
Lane, governor of the colony ’ * This may explain the subsequent decision
* The leader of the second to abandon the first colony in 1586, as
axpedition, John White, well as the fact that the second colony
. abandoned the colony in 1587, was found abandoned in 1590
Lack of * Both expeditions lacked the * Merchants and landowners lacked physical
skills and experience and skill sets needed capacity for manual wark,
experience to make the expedition a success. : * A lack of stonemasons meant that a stone
* This meant both expeditions were |  fort was never bulit, leaving the colony
doomed from the start | wulnerable to Indian attack
| * Soldiers could defend the expedition but
. lacked the ability to farm the land
Native * In 1586, angered by the discases | * Winginia’s sttack was beaten off but led to
American they had brought, Algonquisn | & crisis within the first expedition, forcing
attack Chief Winginia led an attack on the colonists to abandon Roanoke
the coloniata * It in possible a second expedition was
* Other Indian tribes, suspicious of wiped out by an Indian attack led by
the English and angered by their Chief Powhatan,
demands for food, also attacked | * Alternatively, an attack may have led to
between 1585 and 1586 some of the settiers becoming slaves or
being assimilated into local Indian tribes
The war | * From 1585, England was * The threat from the Armada meant that
with Spain elfectively at war with Spain few ships were available to visit or

resupply the colonists
* The colonists were increasingly isolated
and winerable to attack

The significance of the attempted colonisation of Virginia |
The colony was a failure but it did serve as a template for future settiements, including that at 1
Jamestown In 1607, {
By the end of the 17th century, 13 colonies, each with their own system of government, had |

been established along the eastern seaboard of the New World.
1




