Name:

Year 11 Home Learning Term 2

Topic: Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588

Focus: Elizabethan Society in the Age of Exploration (Unit 3)

e Education and Leisure
e The Problem of the Poor
e Exploration and Voyages of Discovery
e Raleigh and Virginia

This homework booklet can be made available electronically if you prefer.




Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this home learning project you will:

e Know about the lives of ordinary Elizabethans, including how they spent their leisure
time.

e Understand why the Elizabethans were so concerned about the poor and how they
tried to tackle the problem of poverty.

e Understand what made men like Francis Drake and Walter Raleigh undertake long
and difficult voyages.

e Know and understand why the Early English colonies that settled In North America
struggled to survive.

Title: Sports, Pastimes (Leisure) and the Theatre

Resources needed for this task
Task: The images on Worksheet 1 are evidence of Elizabethan

Leisure and Pastimes. Complete the Venn diagram below, by Worksheet 1
writing in the different pastimes enjoyed by the different groups

(Hodder pages 82-83)

of people.

Lords and gentry Working people,
and their families their families and
the unemployed

N.B ‘The fourth sort’ An Elizabethan phrase for the majority of workers (farm labourers,
shopkeepers, carpenters etc) and the unemployed.



Task: Read the information below

The Elizabethan Theatre: An Important Tudor Pastime!
Going to the Theatre

The Romans built the first theatres in England. Entertainment was a very important part of
life in the Roman Empire (think Chariot racing, Gladiators etc). However after they left the
theatres were abandoned. Travelling plays and entertainment continued though — actors,
jugglers, acrobats and minstrels performed in marketplaces and inn yards up and down the
country. Miracle plays were often performed (based on a bible story or life of a saint).

There was not one theatre when Elizabeth became Queen. Many local authorities viewed
travelling actors as a threat to law and order. However in London, some powerful nobles
supported acting troupes — giving them financial and legal support. This meant many plays
were performed in London and consequently four theatres were built in or around London
during Elizabeth’s reign. (The Theatre, The Curtain, The Rose and most famously, The Globe)

People from all classes loved the theatre. Entrances fees were cheap; for one penny the
audience could stand in the pit near the actors. They also got wet if it rained! For two or
three pennies, richer spectators could stand or sit in one of the three covered galleries. The
upper classes sat on stools on the stage, presumably to be seen as much as to see.

Elizabethan playwrights wrote some the most popular and highly regarded plays ever
written, with complex plots, gripping drama and memorable lines. Theatre became
incredibly popular in Elizabethan times.

However some people opposed the theatre. They thought it would encourage idleness,
spread disease and create trouble. Puritans (v. strict Protestants believed that theatres were
the work of the evil. However, the only time theatres were closed done, despite these
objections were during times of plague.

Queen Elizabeth did not visit the theatre but invited the actors to her Court to perform their
plays there. She clearly enjoyed theatre. Record show she gave a tip of £3 for one theatre
performance. However the Queen also worried that the plays may contain religious or
political messages that attacked her and her government. From 1572 censorship was
introduced. All plays had to get a royal licence and to get this all scripts had to be submitted
to be read perform permission would be given for the license.

What about Shakespeare? Shakespeare is by far the most famous
playwright of Elizabethan times but his first play was performed in 1591,
your course on Elizabeth ends in 1588 so he is not strictly relevant!




Task: Answer this exam question in the space below:

Describe two features of theatres in Elizabethan London
(4 marks)

Title: Elizabethan Education

Task: Research the education available during the Elizabethan Age by reading the
resource sheet, then complete the grid and the questions on the next page.

Resources needed: Worksheet 2

Elizabethan Education

Questions:

1. How many people do historians estimate could read and write at the
start of Elizabeth’s reign? Why did so few people receive an education?

2. Why was there a greater emphasis on education throughout Elizabeth’s
reign? Give 3 reasons in your explanation.



Type of Key Details (who attended, age, sex, subjects taught
School etc.

Parish
Schools

Petty
Schools

Grammar
Schools

Private
Tutors

Universities




Title: The Problem of the Poor

Task: Read Worksheet 3 in order to complete a spider diagram below that summarises the reasons
for poverty in Elizabethan England (make sure you look closely at the graphs — they contain very
useful information)

Resources needed: Worksheet 3

Reasons for the Increase in

Poverty and Vagabondage

Reasons for
Poverty in
Elizabethan
England



Task: Write a paragraph, correcting or developing the statement below, depending on whether
you agree with it or not, using evidence from Worksheet 3 to help you support or challenge it.

Fewer people were poor during Elizabeth’s reign.

Paragraph Response:

Question: What were vagrants and vagabonds? Provide a definition below:




Changing Attitudes towards the Poor

As the Elizabethan reign went on, attitudes towards the poor changed. There
were several reasons for this. Firstly, people were concerned poverty might
lead to disorder and rebellion. The Elizabethan government worried the
discontented poor might side with a rebellion against her. Also, the poor were
becoming more visible, as they lost their jobs on the land, they often moved
from town to town. Sometimes the poor and desperate turned to crime and
there was no police force. Also wandering groups of vagabonds were accused
of spreading deadly disease like the plague. It seemed that the numbers of the
poor were increasing rapidly.

Landowners had a duty to help the poor by giving them gifts of food and
money (Poor Relief). However until Henry VIII’s reign the monasteries and the
monks and nuns also helped care for the poor. After Henry VIl shut the
monasteries, the burden fell on the landlords alone. They felt they could not
cope.

Puritans (strict Protestants) saw idleness as a sin so they believed those who
refused to work should be strictly punished.

Research: Find out what the following strange sounding categories
of vagabond were!

e Angler

e Counterfeit crank

e Clapper dudgeon



Policies towards the Poor

The Elizabethan Government responded to the growing problem of
the poor in different ways, and over time attitudes and actions changed.

Task: Answer this exam question in the space below:

Describe two features of the Elizabethan system of poor relief that
were new to her reign. 4 marks



Test Yourself!

1. List three 2. List three 3. How did 4. Give two 5. Name two

reasons why things taught at | Elizabeth’s examples of sports and

the number of | Elizabethan government how vagabonds | pastimes of the

poor grew in grammar tackle the tried to make wealthy.

Elizabeth’s schools. problem of the | money.

reign. poor in 1572

and 15767

6. Name two 7. What was 8. What did 9. How did 10. Give one

sports and meant by the debasing the Henry VlIl help | punishment a

pastimes for idle poor? coinage mean? | make the vagrant might

ordinary problem of the | receive after

people. poor worse? the 1572
Vagabonds Act.
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The Voyages of Exploration — What were the Factors behind increased
Exploration in Elizabeth’s reign?

During the Medieval Period before the Tudors ruled, little was known of the world outside
of Europe and many lands were yet to be discovered by Europeans. No-one had sailed far
enough to find them (or if they had, they had not got back again to tell the tale.) Maps were
very inaccurate and places such as the Americas and Australia were simply missing.

During the Tudor Age, and specifically the Elizabethan Age, that began to change. It became
a period of exploration and discovery. There were a number of factors behind this change.

The Search for New
Routes to the East

Fortune and
Adventure

Better Navigation Better Built, Stable Better Defences and

Technology

and Faster Ships

Fire Power on Ships

Need for New Trade
Opportunities

Improved Maps

Better Navigation
Technology

Private Investment
in Voyages

Task: Read up on the 9 different factors behind the exploration in Elizabethan times. Then, using the
Diamond 9 template on the next page, summarise and put in order of importance your research on these

factors

Resources needed: Worksheet 4

Factors behind Elizabethan

Voyages of Exploration
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Reasons for the Voyages of
Exploration in the Elizabethan Era
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Question: How did new technology help encourage long journeys?

Internet Research: Find out about the English explorer, Sir Francis Drake

Make sure you include — his circumnavigation of the globe (find out what this means!), his raids on
Spanish Ships, the treasure haul he brought back, what Elizabeth | thought of him.

Task: Using your research, plus previous page and Worksheet 5, answer the following questions:

Questions:

1) From the map information on the next page, give two examples of
successful voyages and the reasons why you consider them to have been

successful.
2) Give two examples of unsuccessful journeys. What reasons can you

suggest for their failure?
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Drake’s Circumnavigation of the world 1577 - 1580

Task: Using your research, plus worksheet 5, complete the following spider diagram.

Resources needed: Worksheet 5

Drake’s Voyages of Exploration

Drake’s

Aims

16



Drake’s Circumnavigation of the World 1577 — 1580:

Stage 1 - Sailing from Plymouth to Brazil Nov 1577 - 1578

Questions:

1) Summarise the details of the crew
and ships that Drake was taking on this
expedition.

2) What problems had the expedition
met with in these first five months?

17




Drake’s Circumnavigation of the World 1577 — 1580:
Stage 2 - Sailing from Brazil to Guatulco April 1578 - April 1579

Stage 3 - Sailing from South America to Plymouth April 1579 — September 1580

Questions: Stage 2

1) What were the
highs and lows of the
second stage of his
journey?

2) Did Drake achieve any of his aims in this second stage? (Look back to
your spider diagram.)

Questions: Stage 3

1) Summarise the main achievements of Stage 3 of this voyage.
2) Why do you think Queen Elizabeth | knighted Drake? (Gave him an
important title so he became Sir Francis Drake)
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Task: Answer this exam question in the space below:

Describe two features of Drake’s circumnavigation of the world. (4 marks)

The Significance of Drake’s Circumnavigation of the World

19




Were the Voyages of Sir Walter Rayleigh really significant?

Walter Raleigh was born into a gentry family. He became an explorer and
member of Elizabeth’s court, where his ‘dashing and flamboyant nature’
caught Elizabeth’s attention and he became a close favourite. She knighted
him, gave him considerable amounts of land in England and Ireland, and made
him Captain of the Queen’s Bodyguard and Vice-Admiral of Devon and
Cornwall.

In 1584, he was given a grant from Elizabeth | to explore and settle in lands in
North America. There had already been two failed attempts at settlements by
the English explorer Sir Humphrey Gilbert (Raleigh’s half-brother) and Raleigh
had been present as a captain on one of the ships on the second failed attempt
where Gilbert drowned. Raleigh was confident however, and said he would
name the lands Virginia, in Elizabeth’s honour. She gave Raleigh, what
amounted to, exclusive rights to own and exploit all the resources of the area,
including minerals — except where other Europeans were already established.

To launch raids on
To establish a base for To prevent Spanish and

. ) Spanish treasure ships i
attacking Spanish and Spanish territory in French settling there.

interests in the area. West Indies.

Why did England want to

establish a colony in

To gain access to the

To provide .
North America? rich resources and raw

opportunities for a

materials there. (animal
skins, fur, gold etc.)

better life for the poor

of England who could

settle there.

To add to the territories To produce crops such
under the control of the as cotton, tobacco and
English crown and so sugar to bring back to

increase prestige and
power.

20 England.




Raleigh’s Planning and Organisation to prepare for the Voyage to and Settlement of
Virginia

Sir Walter Raleigh was responsible for planning, organising and financing the two voyages that
sailed in his name in 1585 and 1587 to establish English colonies in America. However, he did not
sail with them.

He did lead some voyages later, after 1588 (and therefore after this unit ends), towards the end of
Elizabeth’s reign.

21




Task: Answer these exam questions in the space below:

Give two features of the English desire to establish a settlement (colony) in
North America.

Give two key features of the planning and organisation required by Raleigh
for his voyages to North America. (4 marks)
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Raleigh’s Voyage to and Settlement of Virginia — Why did both attempts fail?

The 1585 Voyage

108 men sailed to America under the command of Ralph Lane and Sir Richard
Grenville. Grenville’s ship hit rocks, took on water and damaged supplies and
ruined much of the seed crops they were going to plant. They landed on
Roanoke Island (see map, below) in late 1585, already too late for planting
crops they would need to see them through the winter. They were increasingly
reliant on the local Native American population who initially were helpful but
grew tired of the English demands for help, and, not surprisingly, the
expectation they would be able to use them as labour. Also, the English
seemed able to kill without weapons (thanks to the diseases they brought with
them the Native Americans had no resistance to). All of this strained relations
between the settlers and the original population.

In addition, many of the people who went on the first voyage were merchants
and ‘gentlemen’, who were expecting to get rich quickly through gold and did
not want to do the hard work of establishing a colony and farming. There were
also too many craftsmen and not enough farmers. Their gunpowder supplies
had also been damaged aboard ship so shooting birds and deer was also
difficult.

One particular Native American chief, Wingina, from the Algonquian people,
turned against the settlers and was planning an ambush. This was discovered
by the settlers and Wingina was killed.

By spring of 1586, the settlers decided to return to England. The first attempt
had failed.
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The 1587 Voyage

Raleigh was determined to learn from the information brought back from the
first settlers. The second expedition took more farming families (including 17
women) and intended to land further north, at Chesapeake Bay which was a
better harbour. However, due to a fear of hurricanes, they ended up at
Roanoke again as the master pilot refused to take them any further.

They had with them John White who had been on the previous expedition and
knew what to expect. They established a second colony but again were too late
to plant crops and were short on supplies again. Relations with the local Native
Americans were poor. White decided to return to England for more supplies
but came back at the time of the Armada when all ships and crew were needed

to fight the Spanish. He could not get back to Roanoke until 1590 whereby he

discovered that all the settlers had disappeared. They have become known as

the ‘Lost Colony.’

Test Yourself!

1. When did 2. List two 3. Where was 4. Give two 5. Give two

Drake sail reasons why the colony set | examples bad examples of

around the the English up by Raleigh’s | luckin bad planning in

world? wanted to set expedition? attempting to attempting to
up a colony in set up this set up this
North America. colony. colony

6. What was 7. In which 8. What raw 9. How did the | 10. These

the name of years did materials did Armada voyages of

the Native Raleigh’s the English influence the exploration

American chief | voyages to hope to get fate of the helped

who became North America | from acolony | colony? establish a

hostile to the sail? in North terrible trade —

settlers? America? what was it?
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Task: Answer this exam question in the space below:

Explain why attempts to colonise Virginia in the 1580s failed. (12
marks)

You may use the following in your answer:

e Lack of Food
e Native American Attacks

You must also use information of your own.
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Glossary of Terms for this Unit: Provide the Definitions

e The ‘Fourth Sort’

e Hawking

e Vagabonds

e Vagrants

e Poverty

e Monasteries

e Dissolution of the Monasteries

e Galleon

e Astrolabe

e \oyage

e Colonies

e Settlement

e Hostile

e \Virginia

e Roanoke

e The ‘New World’
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Checklist:

Make notes on anything below that you were not sure of or want to go
through with your teacher.
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