
Teaching and Learning Briefings, Half Term 1

Explicitly teaching command words (Claire Bourne)

Give students the confidence to attempt every exam question by making 

it a habit to break each question down. Use of the visualiser helps to 

model this to students.

Skimming and scanning (Chris Lindon)

Explicitly teaching these reading techniques supports students in 

selecting key information from a text.

Skimming: Students look over a text quickly to select key features

Scanning: Students search a text for specific information.

Encouraging students to read subject – specific texts 

(Rachael Bird) 

How can we raise the profile of reading subject 

specific texts?

1. Display a subject specific poster in your classroom. 

2. You could direct students to the library to use subject 

specific texts for home learning also. 

3. You could order a project box from School Library Service. 

Inference and Prediction (Ian Henderson)

The use of intriguing starter images enables students to use their skills of inference to predict what the 

lesson will be about. This promotes:

1. Close reading

2. Demonstrate prior knowledge

3. Lateral thinking

4. Inference

Predicting the meaning of unknown words (Christine Clark)

Strategies to help students figure out unknown vocabulary, particularly Tier 3 

words:

1. Figuring out the meaning from similar route words.

2. Using titles and headings

3. Using images for clues

4. Breaking words up (compound nouns)

5. Using known words around the unknown to work out the meaning from 

context

Form time reading (Ruby Linden)

Class sets of reading books can be requested from the 

library, for fortnightly class reading. This sets the tone 

for the day and engages students in reading. Other 

strategies to use are:

• Guest speakers
• Learnt about contextual information 
• Questioning on key vocab
• Recapping plot/predictions 
• Book review

“It helped me 
to grow in 
confidence”

“It improved my 
vocabulary and 
reading skills”

“It was more fun reading 
as a class than on my 
own”

Student feedback on 

form time reading:

Talking Teaching 
& Learning

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for the latest 
edition of ‘Talking Teaching and Learning.’

Twitter: @EccoTeaching
Email: coaches@eccoschool.com



Teaching and Learning Twilights, Half Term 1

Strategies form the ‘Learning to read’ twilight

Strategies for reading from ‘Reading to learn’ twilight… I tried this 
once

I have 
used this 
twice

This is now 
embedded
into my 
teaching

Pause, prompt, praise
When a student is reading and they come across an unfamiliar 
word, pause to see if they can work it out themselves, prompt 
them and praise them for their efforts.

Dual log reading 
Read together. Hand signal to stop when feel confident to read 
alone. If they make mistake, read together again, when 
confident, hand signal...

Prediction
Before reading a text, students could be given the title or key 
words and asked to use these to predict the plot, themes etc. 

Distillation
Distilling information into 5 key elements for example. This helps 
them gain confidence in separating important from peripheral 
information. 

Conversion
Students to take material that is presented in one format and 
convert it into a different format. It can only be converted if it is 
understood.

Readability of resources 
Use word to test the readability of resources to make sure they 
are at an appropriate level.  

Inference
Use a picture or source and get pupils to infer information before 
reading an associated text. 

Maximised the readability of worksheets
Think about … Font (Tahoma or comic sans), Size (12 or 14), 
Layout, Use of colour, Use of visuals, Number paragraphs, 
Simplify language 

Reading pens
Loan the reading pens from Lindsey Gillott to support pupils who 
are entitled to a reader in the exam. 



A look back at the Coaches’ TOTW

Prediction

Before reading a text students could be given key words or a title 
and asked to predict the theme, plot or topic.

Pause, Prompt Praise 

When a student is reading and they come 
across an unfamiliar word, pause to see if they 
can work it out themselves, prompt them, and 
praise them for their efforts.

Teacher modelling
Thinking aloud your thoughts so that students can 
see your thought processes. Works well for 

annotating exam questions and analysing text. 

Conversion 
Get students to take material that 
is presented in one format and 
convert it into a different format. It 
can only be converted if it is 
understood. This could be 
converting text into a series of 

diagrams or bullet points. 
. 

Have you tried any reading 
activities that have worked 
well? Email them to 
coaches@eccoschool.com

Maximise the readability of worksheets 

Reading ages
Check the 
readability of your 
resources by 
checking the 
reading age that 
they are accessible 
for. 

Using phonics for reading and spelling
Using sounds to help reading

It’s vital that you exaggerate the sounds so that 
children can distinguish the sounds from one 
another.
These need to be PURE sounds – no ‘sounding it 
out’ – this isn’t helpful to a student with no 
phonological knowledge as man should be 

mmm-a-nnnn, not Muh-a-nuh.
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