Lesson 8: Should voluntary euthanasia be allowed in the UK?
Tony Nicklinson: A man who suffered a massive stroke and as a result, suffered from Locked In Syndrome.  He lost none of his cognitive ability but physically, could only move his eyes.  He fought for his right to die at a time of his choosing but lost his court case.
Christine Waddell: A woman who also suffered a stroke and suffered from Locked In Syndrome.  She still feels as though she has a good quality of life and is hopeful that she will make a full recovery.
Lesson 7.  What is euthanasia?
Terminal illness:  An illness someone will die from
Palliative medicine:  End-of-life medicine
Voluntary euthanasia: When someone who is ill chooses to die.
Involuntary euthanasia: When someone can’t choose for themselves (for example, they’re in a coma) and someone else makes the decision for them such as a doctor or family member.
Active euthanasia:  When someone is actively done to end someone’s life.  For example, they are given medicine in the form of an injection
Passive euthanasia:  When something is taken away from someone to end their life.  For example, their life support is switched off.
Lesson 6: America and abortion
Pro-life: Anti-abortion
Pro-choice: In support of the woman’s right to choose
Roe vs Wade: A landmark court case in America that made abortion legal in 1973
2022: Supreme Court overturned Roe vs Wade and allowed states to make their own laws regarding abortion.  It’s been criminalised in many states.
In God we trust: US motto found in many public spaces including on bank notes
Lesson 5: The abortion debate
Sanctity of Life: The religious argument that human life is precious because we’re made in the image of God.  Therefore, it is wrong to end it prematurely.  This argument says that human life begins at conception, and abortion is therefore murder.
Quality of Life: This argument states that if a mother is going to have a poor quality of life due to having a baby, (e.g. it night affect her mental or physical health) or if the baby is going to have a poor quality of life (e.g. due to a disability), then it is better to end the pregnancy.
Lesson 4: Abortion and the law
Medical abortion: This involves taking two sets of pills, 24-48 hours apart.  It can take place up to 24 weeks pregnant, but it can take place at home under 10 weeks pregnant.
Surgical abortion: There are two different forms of this:
1.  Vacuum aspiration.  This can take place up to 14 weeks pregnant.  It involves gently sucking the pregnancy out of the uterus.
2. Dilatation and Evacuation.  This can take place between 15 and 24 weeks pregnant.  A woman is given a general anaesthetic and the pregnancy is removed.
Legal limit for abortion in UK: 24 weeks (occasionally later in the case of risk to mother or severe disability)

Lesson 3: When does human life begin?
Conception: When the sperm meets the egg
Zygote: The earliest stage of pregnancy when the chromosomes of the sperm and egg are combining and multiplying
Blastocyst: The stage when the fertilised egg burrows into the side of the uterus and implants.
Uterus: Womb
Embryo: The stage after the blastocyst when the heart starts to beat and certain organs start to develop.
Foetus: The stage from 9 weeks to birth.
Abortion: The termination of a pregnancy.
Legal limit for abortion in UK: 24 weeks (occasionally later in the case of risk to mother or severe disability)
Lesson 2: Sanctity of Life and Value of Life
Genesis 1: 27: So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him, male and female he created them.’
‘Made in the image of God’ The idea that humans are a tiny bit like God.  For example, God is rational so humans are rational.  God is creative so humans are creative etc.:  
Sanctity of Life: The belief that human life is special because we’re made in God’s image.  Therefore, it should not be ended prematurely.
Quality of Life: This refers to how good a person’s life is.  For example, if they are severely disabled and want to die, they should be allowed to.
Lesson 1: Value of life
Value: Something is of great worth.
Value of Life: Life is of great worth.  It’s important.
Some different life forms that are vital for human survival:  Birds for pollinating, worms for decomposing matter, fish for managing the acidity of oceans, fungi for helping feed other plants, frigs for warning us of hazards, ants for maintaining healthy soil, plankton for producing 50% of the world’s oxygen, bees for pollinating.
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